| was struck by how the truest creativity of the digital age came from those who
were able to connect the arts and sciences. They believed that beauty mattered.
“I'always thought of myself as a humanities person as a kid, but | liked
electronics,” Jobs told me when | embarked on his biography. “Then | read
something that one of my heroes, Edwin Land of Polaroid, said about the
importance of people who could stand at the intersection of humanities and
sciences, and | decided that’s what | wanted to do.” The people who were
comfortable at this humanities-technology intersection helped to create the
human-machine symbiosis that is at the core of this story.

Like many aspects of the digital age, this idea that innovation resides where art
and science connect is not new. Leonardo da Vinci was the exemplar of the
creativity that flourishes when the humanities and sciences interact. When
Einstein was stymied while working out General Relativity, he would pull out his
violin and play Mozart until he could reconnect to what he called the harmony of
the spheres.

When it comes to computers, there is one other historical figure, not as well
known, who embodied the combination of the arts and sciences. Like her famous
father, she understood the romance of poetry. Unlike him, she also saw the
romance of math and machinery. And that is where our story begins.
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