
Color-Symbol-Image 
A thinking routine for distilling the essence and making connections. 

Think of the big idea(s) and important theme(s) in what you have just read or seen or heard. 
• Choose a color that you think best represents the essence of that idea. 
• Create a symbol that you think best represents the essence of that idea. 
• Sketch an image that you think best captures the essence of that idea.  

Below each box, write a short explanation for why you chose that particular color, symbol, or image.  
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